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Unity and Plurality of Islam in Indonesia:
A Study of Chinese-Indonesian Muslims

Syuan-Yuan Chiou

Ph.D of Sociology, Utrecht University

Abstract

Taking an analysis of the Chinese-Indonesian community as an example,
this article seeks to identify a multilevel analysis for illuminating rich
cultural implications of Indonesian Islam. By using Clifford Geertz’s
application of Wittgenstein’s family resemblance and Thomas A. Tweed'’s
aquatic metaphor of “religion in motion”, the general picture of Indonesian
Islam is considered, as Muslim cultural locations share a family resemblance
by which they are the results of confluences of Islam with various
socio-cultural factors, constituted as a multiple translocation of Islamic
culture. Within the Muslim cultural location, I apply Timothy Daniels’s
spectrum of Islam to highlight diverse religious orientations and practice.
Finally, Chinese-Indonesian’s conversion as a Muslim cultural location is
indicated by Pierre Bourdieu’s religious field that considers Islamic
conversion as a cultivation of religious disposition, accumulation and

conversion of religious capital.

Key words: Indonesian Islam, Chinese-Indonesians, cultural location,

spectrum of Islam, religious field
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